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f The glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater than 


ff the former; ſaith the Lord of Hoſts: And 
in this place will [ give peace ſaith the Lord 
| of Hoſts. 

= „ Edt eaters that the Babyloniſh 


captivity had been a means of humbling _ 


„ that imall remnant of Jews that ſurvived it, and 


of curing the whole nation of idolatry, into which 
(it ſeems) they never afterwards fell; yet we have- 
reaſon to believe that the generality of them ſtill . 


remained carnal in their views and affections. © 


I Hence, like the reſt of mankind, while in a carnal © 


ſtate, they were moſt taken with external things. 
When, therefore, they ſaw the houſe, nearly finith- 


ed, which was built after their return from Bae, 9 


| lon, and compared it with Solomon's "Temple, 
the ſplendour of which many of them could re- 
member, it appeared in their eyes as nothing in 
cCompariſon of that former moſt ſumptuous fabric. 


Hence they were ready to be diſcouraged, as if the 


chief glory of a place of worſhip contiſted in the 


great wealth laviſhed in the external decorations. 
of it. To prevent this, therefore, and encourages 
them to go on with their undertaking, as well as 
to reprove them for their inaCtivity and ſloth, tlie 
Lord raiſed up and ſent to them his ſervants Hag- 


Eg gal and Zachariah, who both propheſied in the: 


ſecond year of Darius the King of Perſia, under 
| whole i the Jews then were. 

2. In the ſeventh month of that year came the 

word of the Lord by the prophet Hagel ſongs, 
_ who is left among you that ſqw this _ ſe in her firſt 

2 8677 P And how do you fee it nous? 1 it not in 
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5 your eyes in C0; npariſun of it as ANG | 2 Yet now _ 
be ſtrong O Zerubabel, and Joſhua the High Prieft, 
and be ſtrong ail the people of the land, faith the 
Lord, and work, for 1 am with you, faith the Lord 

of Hsfts. According ta the word which I covenant= 

ed with you when ye came out of Egypt, ſe my ſpirit, 
remaineth among jou; fear ye not. For thus ſaith 

the Lord of Hoſis, yet once, it is a little while, and 


FT will ſhake the heavens and the earth and the ſea 
and the dry land and I will ſhake all nations, and the 
Aeſire of all nations ſhall come, and I . [ fill this 


houſe with glory, faith the Lord of Hofts. The fikuer 
is mine and the gold is mine fait the 774 . e 
Tue glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater than 
of the former : and in this place will 1 give Nate 


1 5 faith the Lord of Hiſts. 
23. Hence it appears, that though N 8 


. temple, which was a great part of it overlaid with _ 
gold and ſilver and was in other reſpects, perhaps, 
de moſt magnificent ſtructure ever erected upon 
dhe earth, far exceeded this latter houſe in outward 
IG - ornaments, yet that this ſhould excel it in real 
/ glory. The reaſon was, the Deſire of all nations, the 


Saviour of ſinners, the Chriſt of God, the living 


and true temple of Jehovah, of which theſe outward _ 
temples were but types and ſhaddows, was to ap- 
peear in it.— Here the true light was to ſhine and 
| diſperſe the darkneſs that had covered former na- 
tions and ages. Here the power of Gor was to 
be exerted in ſigns and wonders and divers mira- 
cles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which were to 
be the ſeals of a new and better covenant, Here 


the antient prophecies were to find their accom- 


+ 8 and the types and ſhaddows, whereby 
op had taught his church in its minority, were 
to be anſwered by the great Antitype and to give 
way to the truth and grace wherewith he would 
_ enlighten and perfect its mature age. Here the 
TN glad tidings of Kirsten were to be Publiſtred to a 


1 


bot world, and the ſpirit of Gop in a rich variety 
of gifts and graces was to be poured out on all that 
ſhould believe and embrace thoſe tidings. In this 
place the Lord of Hoſts was to give peace, and here: 
hae was to open a pure and ſpiritual religion, where _ 
by every ſoul, poſſeſſed of that peace, might not 
only worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, but might 
even become himſelf a temple of the Deity: and an 
Hhabitatian of God thrcugh the ſpirit. | 
4. The glory of this latter houſe, de ws 
to exceed the glory of the former. And thus we: 
are furniſhed with a rule whereby we may meaſure 
the true glory of places of wWarſhip in all ages 
and under every diſpenſation of divine grace, but 
Eſpecially under tae goſpel. It conſiſts, not in any 
ching externab but in the preſence of the Lerd Jeſus: 
and in the communication of gifts and graces there 
made by him to the upright, devout and ſpiritual 
_ worſhipper. The ſilver is mine and the gold is 
mine, faith the Lord of Hoſts : Son give me thy 
heart. Thus ſaith the Lord, the heaven is my 
throne and the carth my foetftoe), where is the 5 N 
pe build me, and where is the place of my ret? For 
ll theſe things hath mine hand made, an all theſe 
things have been, faith the Lord; But to this man: 
_ wull I lool, even to him that is poor and of a contrite FT 
ſpirit and trembleth at my word.. 
But as this is a point of great importance and 
particularly ſuitable for our. meditation at this time, 
wen we firſt. appear in this new houſe, ſo ſupefior 
in outward things to that we formerly met in; we 
will dwell, a lth: longer. upon it a enquire. 


— What is the true glory of an Houſe of Gad, 5 
or place of public worſhip, and when it may de 
ſaid that one place eXceeds another in glory. 


II. We will conſider the gracious promiſe here 
mice, which when fulfilled 1 in ſuch . renders 
tem glorious indeed EET” h 


* 
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In this place will I give peace, faith 1 the Lord if 


Hoſts. 


1. The fr/t thing that I ſhall take notice of : as 
conſtituting the true glory of an houſe of Gop is 


dhat the Par e word of Gop be fully, clearhy, and 


; "power fuily preached in it.—Places of worihip are 
erected in order that thoſe who worſhip in them, 


bein ſkreened from what mi ight annoy in the dif- 
| ferent ſeaſone, commodioully ſeated, and ſuut in 
 viith the Lord, may wait upon him, in hearing his 


word and prayer, without diſtraction of mind and 


_ interruption from outward things. But they vill 


hear his word to little purpoſe unleſs what they 


hear be the p: re, unadulterated word of GD. 
Fhis of all things is moſt important that what is 
delivered from the pulpit, be the very truth of God, _ 
unmixed with the corrupt fancies of men. With- _ 
cout this, the hearers are not inflructed but deluded; 
Not directed! in the right way of ſalvation but miſ- 
led into bye paths of error, and if not irrecover- 
_ably loft, yet greatly hindered in their Chriſtian 
courſe an od 'prevented from making the progrels they 


otherwiſe might make in knowledge and holineſs. 
2. It is true, conſidering the weakneſs of the 


Human underſtanding in the beſt, and the preju- 
dices which preachers as well as others are ex- 


poſed to from various quarters, and conſidering too, 


that Gop has denied to theſe later ages that ple- 
- =, mory ſuperintendency of inſpiration which rendered 


the apoitles and firſt teachers of Chriſtianity in- 
KEllible; it is nct to be expected that any miniſters 
of Chri now ſhould be Nahe in all points, how- 
ever ſnail and trivial. But ſure] y every one taught 
of Gon, may and will be right as to the grand, 
leading and fundamental truths; of Chriſtianity, 
thoſe that are ſo clearly, full and conſtantly re- 
_ vealed and inculcated in the Vols ſcriptures, and 


1 


i With reſpec to theſe at leafy they may fog with 
the apoſtles, we are not as many who corrupt (or 
as the Greek ſigninies, who adulterate) the word +: 
Goc, as forme vintners do their wines, intermixing 2 * 

them with baſer liquors; bt as of ſincerity, but as. 

of God, in the fight of Gad, ſpeaz we in Chriſt, 
truths which he approves and bleſſes. And then 

- with reſpect to ſome le er matters, if they ſhould 


be miſtaken, their miſtake will do no material hurt, == 


eſpecially as they will for the moſt part keep it to 
_ themilves, ſeldom mentioning in public, and never 
dwelling long upon any thin that is uneſſential. 
3. And by tae by, 1 would juſt obſerve (and if | 
you pleaſe you may coniider it as an apology for 
my own conduct in this matter) thatthe beſt way 
for a preacher to take to inſure this point that he 
_ preaches only truth and not erer to his hearets, 
is, to confine himſelf as much as poſſible to matters 
eſſential, for with reſpect to theje, a man of GOD 
Will hardly err. Whcreas, when inſtead of this, _ 
apreacher takes upon him to intermeddle with all 
| controverſies and ditculs all queſtions, he is hardly 


ever right throughout a diſcourſe, but is in one 


| miſtake or another in every ſermon, and in ſome. | 
| ſermons in more than one. And this, at beſt, is a 
great waſte of time and > x {pigs of the ſacred 
office of preaching the goſpel. - 
But to return, 
4. 1 mentioned, 2dly, that this pure mined of 
Gow be preached fully; ; that as we deliver nothing 
but the truth, ſo that we declare the whole truth, 
at leaſt as far as it is neceſſary to be declared in or- 
der to the edification and ſalvation of our hearers.. 
This rule, though of equal importance with that 
laſt mentioned, is yet much more frequently 
tranſgreſſed. Many who do not corrupt yet muti- 
late the truth as it is in Jeſus, and repreſent to 
mankind a lame and e ſyſtem of ke: 
| 55 ey 


9 
They #eep back ſomething that would be profitable 
and /hun to declare the whole counſel of God. 
5. Thus ſome who very properly explain the 
nature and enforce the neceſſity of repentance to- 
wards God, are nevertheleſs very deficient on the 
ſubject of faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; others. 
who ſpeak with great clearneſs on faith and juſti- 
f fication by faith, are wanting as to Helineſ, either 
not preaching it at all, or not in that extent in 
which it is explained and enforced in the oracles. 
of Gop, or not with an earne/tneſs that bears any 
proportion to its deep importance. Others, again, 
i who fail not to teſtify that with, hakineſs no man 
hall ſee the Lord, and who dz(cribe its nature and 
point out its excellency admirably well as far as it is 
internal, are yet ſhort on the head of outward gell 
| works, either not inculcating them at all, leſt _ 
|. they ſhould be deemed lepal preachers (as the 
phraſe is) or not with a frequency and fervency: | 
that is any way proportionable to the amazing firefs | 
laid on them by our Lord and his apoſtles ; or 
perhaps they do not deſcend enough to particulars, 
bdut content themſelves with recommending them. 
in the general; or, it may be, they confine their: 
| diſcourſes to certain k:nds of good works, to. 
Which their hearers have not much objection, and. 
omit to inculcate others, though equally important 
and abſolutely neceſſary to be performed. I might 
enlarge and produce many more inſtances of this 
partial way of preaching. I might particularly: 
name watchſulneſs, ſelf-denial, taking up the dai | 
| croſs, redeeming time, employing our money and 
other talents to the glory of Gop and for the good 
of mankind, as ſubjects often urged in the holy 
ſcriptures, but ſeldom, very ſeldom ſo much as 
mentioned in ſome pulpits. But as this would 
carry me away from my deſign I forbear. 
And obſerve 3dly, That as it is a real glory 


3 


TY 


toa place of worſhip that the goſpel be preach- 
ed in it purely, without any falſe mixture, and 
— fully, without any important defect; fo alſo that 
it be preached clzarly; I mean that the method 
and language be intelligible and plain. This is a 


very detireable thing indeed, inaſmuch as without 
5 it a preacher will not be well underſtood and 


of conſequence will be of little uſe. And 
though as to this point there is and will be a 
great difference, all that preach the goſpel not 


clearly upon ſubjects, or of arranging their 
thoughts in proper order, or of expreſſing them in 


eaſy and intelligible language; yet norte will be 


very deficient in perſpicuity, who accuſtom them- 


| having, in an equal degrec, the gift of thinking 5 


f ſelves to ſcriptural ideas, and to expreſs thoſe ideas 


and other authors (che myſtic ſuppoſe, or any 
others that depart from the bible) are more ſtudied 


0 ſcriptural words. But where this is neglected 


and imitated than the prophets and apoſtles, .it is 


- no wonder if the ſpeaker, perhaps affecting my/tery 


and 5)curity, become unintelligible, even upon | 


| the ne ſubjects. Happy thoſe preachers who. 


take the apoſtle Peter's advice on this head, and 
not deſiring to be wiſe above what is written, en- 


deavour, whenever they ſpeak in public, to ſpeak _ 
us the oracles of Gop ! and happy thole hearers : 


that fit under ſuch a preacher. 


7. Once more upon this point : another thing | 


included in this glory of the divine word, which 


I mentioned, is that it be ſpoken toit power, 


I mean that it reach the hearts of the hearers and 
be effectual to their converſion, edification and 
Comfort. Now in order to this two things are 
eſſentially neceſſary, 1it, That the preacher ex- 


perience and practice himſelf what he inculcates 


upon others : And, 20h), that he have the pre- 


8 ſence of his alter wich him and the heavenly 


uncYon 


— 
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en of his ſpirit accompanying his word. 


Without the former, a preacher will not fee! Him- 
ſelf what he delivers, and of Any peru will not 


make others feel; and without the 
eſfect is produced, will be very tranſient and ſhort= 
lived. But where both theſe are united, the ſa- 
. cred truths of the goſpel, like live-coals from the 
altar, proceeding from a mind burning with divine 


atter whatever 


love, by the bleſſed agency of the Holy Spirit, 


will fall flaming upon the ſouls of the hearcrs, and 
that in ſuch abundance, as not only to melt an 
heart of wax, but even thaw an heart of ice, or 
rend in ſunder an heart of marble, fo that the wa- 
ters of genuine repentance ſhall flow forth, and 
a way be made for the entrance of the Lord of 
Gio y, into the ſoul of the humble worſhipper. 
8. This leads me to mention a/ccond particu- 
pl lar conſtituting the true glory of an houſe of Gon, 
* Viz. that good,  ſbiritual-good be done in it. Now, 
; It, good is done when the dark minds of men 
NS are enlizhtened and they are made acquainted. 
7275 wich things ſpiritual and divine; when they are 
brought to know themſelves to be thoſe fallen. 
| ereatures that the ſcriptures deſcribe, ignorant, fin- 
ul, guilty, depraved, weak and wretched ; when 
they are inſtructed in the way of ſalvation through. | 
faith in a Mediator between Gop and man, in 
the will of Gop and their duty; when Gop him 
ſelf, in his nature and attributes, in his word and 
works is made known to them, that they may 


| him the homage and obedience he requires and 

will accept, Good is done yet more, 2dly, when 

- men are not only enlightened to ., but awakened 
to feel (as it were) divine truthe, ſothat they come 

to them (as St. Paul has it) net in word only but . 
4 et 11 Forney + in the 2 92255 and: in much ꝗſſu- 


Fane, 
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no longer blindly worſhip and ſerve an unknown 5 
- . Gon, but being acquainted with him, may pax 


FOOT: 
rance ; when they are not only convinced of ſin, 
but alſo of righteouſneſs, and being juſtified by 
faith find peace with God and are in Ghrift new 


creatures. Good is done molt of all, 3dly, when 
the matter does not reſt here, but thoſe that are / 
born of Goy's ſpirit are trained up for his king- _ 


| | DO 


dom, and inſtead of being ſuffered to ſtand ſtill in 


or go back from his oy are led forward in all 
holineſs and uſefulneſs, both inward and outward, 


ſo as to be made meet to be e p74 the inbe- 
6 and receive a full bes 


ritance of the ſaints in lig 


feward in the kingdom of their Father. 


9. Hence will ariſe 4 third glory: fuch a place 


will be crouded with attentive, intelligent hearers, 


humble, devout worſhippers, exemplary, uſeful 

. Chriſtians ; with hearers that attend to and un- 
derſtand what is ſpoken, that can diſtinguiſh 
truth from error, and can diſcern between whole... 


| ſome food and poiſon; with worſhipers that wor- 


ip the Father in ſpirit and in truth, that pray in 5 | 


the Holy Ghoſt, praiſe Gor from a ſenſe of his 


_ goodneſs, and being joined to the Lord in one 4 
ſpirit, J % with the Father and with | 


il is Son Feſu 


He alſo walked, who adorn their profeſſion by an 


unblameable conduct, and bleſs. their town and 
neighbourhood by an uninterrupted courſe of 
good works, done to the bodies and ſouls of men, 


This, my brethren, is a glory indeed and ſuch as 
would ſhed a luſtre upon a building very inferior 
to this in external workmanſhip. Gop grant 


© thatthis glory may belong to this place ! I doubt 
not but hearts of hundreds of you ſay Amen! 
And I truſt your prayers will be heard, only, to 


prevent your being diſcouraged, you muſt remem- 


ber 


- s Chriſt ; with Chriſtians, who have 
che ſpirit as well as the letter of Chriſtianity, the 
| fower as well as the form of godlineſs, who have 

in them the mind that was in Chriſt, and walt as 


LE 
ber this is a work of time, and that the goſpel 
does not find people thus, but is intended to make 
10. At firſt, and for ſome time, many that 

attend here will be the reverſe of the characters 1 
have noticed, both ignorant and wicked, both 
cCareleſs and uſeleſs. Nay, and there is reaſon to 
fear, notwithſtanding all that can be done for 
them, that many will remain ſo. But, I truſt, 

not all. Some, at leaſt, and (I would fain hope) 
not a few, will meet with a ſpiritual cure in this 

” Betheſda, this Houſe of mercy, this Hoſpital of 

+ fouls, which Gop hath inclined and enabled you 
to erect out of compaſſion for your ſick and dying 

fellow creatures. And be ſure you never deſpair 
of any, be they ever fo far gone in the waſting 
and painful diſorders of ſin, but bring them hither _ 
with you, and in earneſt prayer and ſupplication, 
recommend them to the attention and care of that 

great and good phyſician of ſouls, who (I truſt) |} 


will not fail to attend here from time to time, and | 


viſit every ward in this ſpiritual Infirmary, both 
above and below. May he find the out, in thy 
_ diſabled and languiſhing ſtate, thou poor, diſcon- 
))) CO TT wwe. 
I. This brings me to the fourth real glory of 
an Houſe of God, and the laſt I ſhall now men- 

tion, viz. The preſence of the 8 in his own 
Houſe, of the Father of the family in his own _ 
family. And this is graciouſly promiſed in his 


word of truth, all the promiſes of which are Jv | 


and Amen. Where two or three are met together 


in my name (ſays Jeſus) there am I in the midſt of | 


| them. In every place where I record my name 
. (ſays God the Father) I will come unto thee and 
1 Iwill bleſs thee. This my brethren is the che 
n glory of a place of worthip, that the God of Glory 
be in it to bleſs his worſhipers. But chis is a glory | 
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—— —— - l — - — 
E 7 


chat depends, not upon the place, but upon thoſe 


that worſhip in it. It is not {kill in architecture, 


manifeſted in the ng or commodiouſneſs of 
the Church, Chapel, or 


and all his bleſſings of mere grace and mercy, yet 
levity and pride, unbelizf and formality (not to 


mention known and wilful ſin) in his profeſſing 
people, will always be a bar and hindrance to 
the communication of them. And the Lord by 
withdrawing himſelf and keeping at a diſtance 
from ſuch worthipers, will ſnew that he is diſ- 
pleaſed with and reſents their conduct. Let us 
therefore expect and wait for his preſence in his 
own way and we ſhall not be diſappointet. 


12. And now it will not be difficult to ſay + 
| when one place exceeds another in glory. That 
place wnere the word of Gop is preached moſt 
purely, with feweſt human mixtures; moſt fully _ 
without any any thing being kept back that would 
be profitable; moſt clearly, the language being 
plain and the method natural and diſtinct; molt py OR 
powerfully, the ſpirit of Gop accompanying 


what is ſpoken and rendering it the power of 


Go unto ſalvation to thoſe that attend: That 
place where moſt good is done, the greateſt | 
number of ſinners converted to Gor, and thoſe 
tat are converted built up in holineſs : That place 
Where the greateſt number of real chriſtians and 
and ſpiritual worſhippers aſlemble, to hear the 
word of Gop and join together in prayer and 


Praiſe : That place where the Lord moſt mani- 
feſts his preſence, diſplays his glory, and pours out 
his ſpirit : That place (I ſay) undoubtedly exceeds 


other places in glory, even though it ſhould have 


reaching-houſe, that can 
invite or inſure the divine preſence, but it is e 
ſeriouſneſs, humility, faith and devotion of thoſe 
that aſſemble therein, that will be crowned with 
that bleſſing. For tho' Gop grants his preſence 
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nothing external, as to beauty or ornament, or 


even commodiouſneſs belonging to it. 


13. My dear brethren, it will fill your hearts he 


_ with gratitude to look back and ſee that your laſt 
| houſe was not without its glory in all theſe re- 
| ſpects. There the pure word of Gop was (I hope) 


Fully and clearly preached, and that with a meaſure 


of divine power accompanying and rendering it 
effectual to the converſion, edification and com- 
fort of many ſouls. There many that were ig 
norant received inſtruction, many that were guilty 
eceived forgiveneſs, and many that had long lived 


in all manner of vice and profaneneſs were crea- 


ted in Chriſi Feſus unto good works, and have ſince 
that time adorned the doctrine of God their Saviour 


in all things. Some of theſe (who would have | 


rejoiced to have ſeen what we ſee this day) have 


already finiſhed their courſe and are now with _ 


Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the kingdom of ; 
_ Gop; and others are here preſent at this time 


7 and can bear witneſs to the truth of what I fay. _ 


4. But though in theſe reſpects the former houſe 
was glorious, excuſe me, if I this day expreſs an 


. hope that this latter houſe will exceed in glory. 


II did not fear it might have the appearance of 

boaſting, and if I did not think it better to let the 
event ſpeak for itſelf in this cafe, I would proceed 
to give you ſome reaſons of this hope. I would 

ſay that the preachers, as a body, for whoſe uſe 


ttmis place is intended, are much advanced in know- . 


ledge and experience, and that from hence one 


may expect the goſpel will be preached by them 


more purely, fully and clearly than it was years . 


ago. I truſt alſo that many of them are grown in 


11 grace and in a conformity ' to their living head, 


whence one may hope their word will be attended 
with more power and will be made a greater 


| blefling. I might obſerve that this houſe, being 


much 
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much larger chan the other, iffords a larger feld 


to labour in, and makes room for a greater num- 


ber of ſick and diſordered ſouls than could be : 
thruſt into the other comparatively ſmall place, 
that they they may receive a cure and recover 


* health. The conſequence of this will 
more true wor ſhippers will aſſemble here than 
in the former houſe, and in anſwer to their prayers 


(Itruſt) a more . W of the * 0 


preſence. 
15 But while I g0 on hinting to you, in i this way, 


the grounds of my hope that the glory of this lat- 
ter houſe will exceed the glory of the former, 
1 find myſelf ſecretly checked by a fear, leſt as 
your congregation encreaſes and you grow more 
eta the. 
_ ſpirit of the world ſhould encreaſe and mar your 
riſing glory. And think it my duty to ſay that 
it is not impoſſible but our crafty adverſary (of 
| Whoſe devices you are not ignorant) may hope to 
bring evil out of this good, and make what ought. 
to be the occaſion of our riſe the means of our 
fall. For while the greater commodtouſneſs, not 
to ſay neatneſs and beauty of this lovely place, in- 
vites more of the rich and gay to affociate wit 
you in your worſhip, there is a danger leſt this 


into repute in the town and nei 


| ſhould be an introduction to that acquaintance 


| with them, which indeed may (and will, if 5 
are faithful) do them an eternal good, and 


make them bleſs the day that ever they came 
within theſe doors; but if not, may gradually 
do you hurt, cauſe your fine gold te become dim, 


and intermix your wine with water, bead . 


| therefore the event to determine fully which hou 
ſhall exceed in glory, I haſten, 

II. To call your attention to the gracious pro- 

miſe here made with regard to the Temple at 


TE F. . the Saviour was to 8 and 
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every place where bis goſpel i is properly oreachas : 
and he is preſent by his fpirit, in this e will J 


£708 peace ſaith the Lerd of Hoſts. 


I. To underſtand this divine promiſe, we muſt ; 


recollect that man is by nature at enmity with Ged. 


According to the doctrine of ſcripture, a doctrine 


confirmed by the experience of all nations and 
ages, all have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory 
/ God, the whole world is guilty before God, and 


all mankind are by nature children of wrath, that 


is, are under condemnation and expoſed to divine 


Wrath on account of their original depravity and ; 


actual tranſgreſſions— There is an enmity on the 
rt of man towards Gop : The carnal mind, ſays 
St. Paul, is enmity againſt God, it is not ſubjeA to 
the law of Gad, neither indeed can be. And in 


cConſequence of this, there is wrath on the part of 

 Gop towards man, wrath revealed from heaven” 

. againſt the ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs man. 
22. Now as we were without ſtrength in this 

matter, and could neither by our own works re- 

move the wrath on God's part, and reconcile | 

' him to us, nor by our own power remove 


the enmity on our part and reconcile ourſelves 


to Gop, therefore Gop hath provided a Media- 


tor between himſelf and us to make up this 


95 e pear the chaſi your of our e. 


pPreach, in a way conſiſtent with his own honour | 
and our ſalvation. That he might be glorified . 
' While man was ſaved, that is, that the evil of in 
might be manifeſted while its guilt was cancelled ; 


that Gop might diſplay his jz/t:ce in puniſhing it 


' while he manifeſted his mercy in pardoning it, he 
| hath ſent his om Sen in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh 
zo be a ſacrifice for fin, thereby condemning fin in 
tile feb On him he hath laid the iniguities of 

0 


HS Aa 


hath waunded him for aur tranſgreſſions, 


and bruiſed him for our intquities, and . bim 
im be 


hath 


E 8 
bath ſet ſorth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs, for the remiſ= 
fron of ſins that are paſt through the forbearance 

/ God, to declare, I ſay his, righteouſneſs, that is, 
his juſtice as well as mercy, that he might he „ 
while he is the merciful hHtifier of him that le- 
lieveth in Feſus. This man therefore is ſaid by 
Micah to be the peace, ch. 5, 5. And St. Paul 
tells us, Col. 1. 19. &c. that it pleaſed the Father 

that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, and having 
made peace by the blood of the croſs, by bim to re= 
concile all things to himſelf. He is the peace be- 

_ tween Jews and Gentiles (as we are aſſured Ep. 

II. 14) who makes both one breaking down the mid- A 
dle wall of partition (viz. the ceremonial law); > 
that was between them ; and much more is he the | 

peace between man and Gon, reconciling us to 

Col by the craſs having ſlain the enmity thereby. 
3. To dwell a moment upon this: It appears 

from molt of the paſſages juſt quoted, that Chriſt ! , | 
by his death not only atones for ſin and recon- 
eiles God to us, but alſo «s to God. His deat 
upon the croſs, being the moſt wonderful inſtance _ 

of Gop's love to a loſt world, which ever was or 
could be given, has a manifeſt tendency, in its. 
own nature, when diſcovered to the ſoul in all 

its myſterious grace, to ſoften, melt, ſubdue and. 
win over the whole heart to Gor. They hall 
el upon him whom they have pierced and they 
ſhall mourn, ſays the prophet Zachariah, Ile 
lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto _ 
me, fays Jeſus. The love of Chriſt aps e 
us, ſays St. Paul, while we thus judge that if one 
died for all then were all dead, and that he died 

: or all that they who live ſhould not henceforth live 

unto themſelves, but unto him that died for them and 


B 3 9 „Thus 


* 
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% Thus while I hear my Saviour God, 
Count o'er my fins, an heavy load, 
He bore upon the tree; I 
e Inward I bluſh with ſecret ſhame, _ 
% And weepand love and bleſs the name, 
That knew nor fin, nor grief, nor ſhame, 
<6 But borethem all for me.“ 


| It is true the ſufferings and death of Chriſt 
of the Holy Spirit, whoſe office it is to take of the 


his death alſo opens a way for our receiving that 


cannot produce this effect without the. irifluence 


influence. For being delivered for our offences | 


and . Jo our juſtification, he hath 
aſcended up on high, led captivity captive, and re- 
 eexved 14 ifts for men, even for the rebellious : hath. 


received of the Father the premiſe 4 the Holy 


ſubdue our enmity and influence our hearts with 
23577 oO wr LR 
43᷑. For be it obſerved, tho' peace with God is 
tree for all; tho” none are excluded from it who 
do not exclude themſelves ; though the Lord pro- 
claims peace, peace, to him that is near, and to him 
bat is far « 1 none can partake of it with- 
out repentance towards God and faith in our Lord 
Fieſus Cbriſt. As Gop will never be reconciled 
to an impenitent unbelieving ſinner, fo ſuch an 
one is not reconciled to Gop and never can enjoy 
peace of mind, no, the wicked, the inwardly as 
well as outwardly wicked, the unconverted, the 
unregenerate are like the troubled ſea which cannot 
reſt, there is no peace ſaith my God to the wicked. 
| Repentance therefore is e neceſſary, yea, 
and Fruits meet 155 repentance. Equally neceſſary 


is faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without which, 
_ notwithſtanding our repentance, we are ſtill cou- 
demned and the wrath of God abideth on us. 0 


Spirit to work repentance and faith in us, to 


y pe as 


this faith, we muſt remember, muſt work by love, 
overcome the world and purify the heart. When 


unrighteouſneſs, and remembers. his fins and inigui- 
ties no more. And being juſtified by faith he has 


." -: deace e ⁰ oF ety ns 
5. Now the never-failing fruit of this peace 


with God is peace of mind. For as there is no con- 
demnation from Gop, to thoſe that are in Chriſt 


+ 51% who walk not after the fleſh but after t "7 
75 


pPpirit, ſo neither are they condemned in their own. 
- hearts. Their paſt fins being pardoned and their 

_ preſent corruptions being conquered, it cannot be 
but they muſt have the anſwer of a good conference 
a conſcience void of offence towards God and tawards, 
nian. Hence they muſt have confidence to- 


a atruepenitent comes to Gop, by this faith, caſt-! 
ing his ſoul, with all his firs, on the Lord Jeſus - 
(the Lamb of God that taketh away the ſins of the 
world) and embracing the promiſes of Gop _ 
made through him, Gop becomes merciful to his 


Fe 


| wards God and will be enabled to caſt their care. 


upon him for all that they want for body and foul, 
for time and for eternity. And the fruit of this 


Will be a ſerenity of mind, a tranquillity of ſpirit, | 
which the apoſtle calls @ peace that * un | -* 
derſtanding. Thou wilt keep him, fays Iſaiah, in 


FA . 


4 I 
« 


5 perfeci peace, whoſe mind is flayed on thee, becauſe 7 


beo truſteth in thee. Pride, ſelf- will, diſcontent, 


impatience, anger, malice, envy, diſtruſt, anxiet 
and other unhappy and unealy paſſions being ſub-- 


dued; and humility, reſignation, meek 
love taking place, they muſt (as our Lord ex- 


1 
9 


preſſes it) find reſt to their fouls, and the peace of | 


Cad will keep their hearts and minds thro' Chriſt 


bi- Andrilinet fink, at mnch ex.l6 dont bath 


live peaceably with all men! Surely they will not 


| knowingly injure any man in his perſon, property, 


= WF 7 
2 
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xr FETUS and when others injure them, they, 
al manifeſt a meek, gentle and forgiving ſpirit. 
Injuſtice, oppreſſion, guile, fraud, covetouineſs, 
ambition, and other cauſes of quarreling being re- 
moved, peace will take place in families and neigh- 
| | bourhoods, and in proportion as this religion | 
gains ground, peace will ſpread its influence over 
all the earth, fo that men Hull beat their frwords in- 
t plow-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks,, 
| nation ſhall not li ift up fword againſt nation, neither 
Hall they learn war any more. Such is the happy 
| tendency of the religion of N a 1 of 5 
f peace and love | | | 


Sweet ace it brin: gs where « ever it arrives, 

It builds our quiet, as it forms our lives, 

2 Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature even, 
And opens in each breaſt a little heaven.” 


3 are the trophies of the Prince of Peaco, I | 


whoſe nativity we are about to celebrate. Well 
might the heavenly hoſt uſher in his birth by pro- 
claiming Glory to God in the. Bighefhs on earth = 
2 good will towards men. : 
. Now this peace is repreſented in my text. 5 
A the gift 3 In this place will I give 


peace. And 5 
2 the mediator between Gop and man, who 


is the father's gift to a loſt world; or whether we 


conſider the repentance and fe aith whereby we ob- 
_ tainan, intereſt in him, which are the gifts of Go 
and of the operation of his Spirit; or whether _ 
we conſider the peace itfelf confequent hereupon, 
the expreſſion is undoubtedly proper: The Lord 
gives peace. It is not purchaſed by our works, it is 
not effected by our ſtrength, but it is the free un- 
« deſerved gift of the Divine mercy, brought into 
aur ſouls * che MINE of us oy Spirits Free 


ther we conſider the great Peace- 


L 41 


s grace beſtows the ineſtimable bleſſing and that 
5 upon the unworthy, guilty man, without any pre- 


tenſions to merit, only receives it, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ſeals it upon the conſcience and diſſuſes it 


abroad in the heart. Thus all things are of God, 
wha reconciles us to himſelf by Fejus Chriſt and 
commits to his ſervants the word of reconciliation. 
| They therefore are ambaſſadors for Chr. i/t, as ok . 


ad did beſeech us by them : they pray us in Chriſt 


Read to be reconciled to God. For Gad made 115 7 8 
to be fin fer us, though he knew no fin, that we. | 


might be made the righteouſueſs of God in him. 


| 8. And becauſe the Mediator between Gop d 2 
man, through whom we obtain peace, was to 
appear in this ſecond Temple, and while it ſtood, 

Vas to be offered a ſacrifice for the ſins of man- 
| Kind; becauſe the Goſpel of peace was to be 
” publiſhed and the Spirit of peace beſtowed there; 

therefore the Lok ſays, in this place will I give 
Pease. A promiſe this which, at leaſt in a ſecon- 
dary ſenſe, may be applied to every place where 
the ſame Mediator, though inviſible, is preſent, 
the ſame ſacrifice for fin held up, the ſame Goſpel 
of peace proclaimed, and the fame Spirit of peace 
_ conferred. Where Gop by his word reconciles 
| ſinners to himſelf ; where he calls them to repen- 
| tance and enables them to believe in the Lord 
_ Fave with their hearts unto righteouſneſs ; where 
he juſtifies them from all things and gives them 


peace with himſelf and peace of mind ; where he in- 


fluences their hearts with love to one another, 


and diſpoſes them to live peaceably with all men; 


5 there ſurely he may properly be ſaid to give peace. 
I doubt not but the event will ſhew that he will ; 


give it here. 


9. And when vou — the word nreached. 5 


here crowned wi ru this gift, and made the means 


1 of eee duch an weten TS wy. 
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peace with God, to your fellow- creatures, a blef- 


ſing that draws after it all the unſcarchable riches 


help forward this deſign, and how well beſtowed 
will you think the little money that you have con- 
_ tributed towards it. And, it may b 


ter, a ſiſter, a wife, a child, (for theſe you will 


opportunities, to this houſe of prayer) and in that 


grace inclining you) had an hand in erecting. _ 


and on the other heavenly joys attained, through 


precious ſouls, ſome of them once nearly allied 
, to you by ſundry cloſe ties, and all your fellow- 


pf that one 


cChaſe of that precious blood which was equally ſned 
for you and for them, how unſpeakable muſt be 
pour joy! But I forbear to enlarge upon a thought _ 
doo great for utterance and which, if pn. "a 


of grace and glory, how will your hearts rejoice 
that the Lord inclined you to engage in and 


e, that ſome _ 
very near and dear to you may here find this pear] _ 
of great price, an intimate acquaintance ſuppoſe, 
a friend whom you love as your own ſoul, a bro- 


_ doubtleſs endeavour to bring along with you, at all : 


caſe how will your joy be doubled, and the nearer | 
and dearer the party is to you, the greater will 
be your joy that they found a ſpiritual cure in 
this houſe of mercy which you (through Divine 


10. But whatever joy it may yield you in 
time, to ſee ſinners converted here, you will re- 

. oe much more on this account in efernty/ Þ_ 
When your diſembodied ſpirit in the Paradiſe of } 
_ Gon, and more eſpecially your whole perſon at 
the judgment ſeat of CHRIST, ſees light in his 
light, and having your faculties enlarged and 
ſtrengthened beyond what is now conceivable, _ 
when you look forward through everlaſting ages 

and view on the one hand hery torments eſcaped, 


: | your building this place, by a great multitude of 


lj d creatures mo fellow ſinners; all the offspring 
11 70D whom you love, and the pu- 


E 


would be an inlet to conſolation, too over-Whelm- 
ing for fleſh and blood to bear; and that this bleſ- 


ſed work of faving fouls may be this day begun, 


and that upon our firſt appearing here, we may 


reap the firſt- fruits of that harve/t of converſions 


| to be hereafter gathered in this place; before I 
conclude, I beg leave juſt to add one word by 
way of application and improvement of what has 


been advanced. 


1. TI have been deſcribing, my brethren, and 
pointing out the way to that peace with God, and 
| peace of mind, which is promiſed to be given in 

this place, and is the only thing that can render, - 
life comfortable, death. ſafe, and eternity happy. > 


And now I call upon you to examine yourſelves” 


| touching this matter, whether this peace be yours. 
Jo know this, recollect, I beſeech you, what has 


been ſaid and proved to you from God's word, 


| that there is % peace to the wicked that go on in 


ſin, to the impenitent and unbelieving, the un- 
converted and unregenerate. FL el. 


2. If you are of this number, be aſſured, you 4 


have neither lot nor part in this matter. Whe- 
ther you be outward ſinners, ſuch as drunkards, 


ſwearers, Sabbath-breakers; fornicators, adulte- 
rers, unclean perſons ; liars, ſlanderers, evil- 


pride, ſelf-will, diſcontent ; anger, malice, envy; 
hatred, animoſity, revenge; covetouſneſs, luſt, 


ambition; or whether both your temper be even, 
and your conduct regular, but at the ſame time 


| worſhip formal, and though you have the orm, 


your ſoul be unrenewed, your heart cold, and om, 
| you be devoid of the power of religion; 


| we have been deſcribing; Gop is not at peace 


With 


| 


\ 


Ii ſpeakers; guilty of fraud, violence, oppreſſion ; | 
unjuſt, unmerciful, deceitful: or whether you 
be under the power of your inward corruptions, as 


7 


known to you, you have no ſhare in this blefling 


— — — . _ 
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B | 
with you, even as you are not at peace with him. 
On the contrary his wrath is revealed from hea- 
ven againſt you, as againſt all the ungodlineſs and 
_ unrighteonſneſs of men. VV herefore we warn you, 
| be not deceived, God is not mocked as ſure as he is 
!{ aBeing of unſpotted holineſs and inflexible juſtice, 
ſo ſure, whatſoever a man ſoweth that hall he 
| , alfa reap ; you who ſow to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh 
reap corruption. His Holineſs will be to you a 
cConſuming fire, his juſtice will execute ftrift © 
* udgment upon you, and you ſhall infallibly 
periſh from the way, if his wrath is kindled, yen 
but a little, how much more when it burns with 
unabating fury, conſumes the earth with its in- 
creaſe and melts down the foundation of the moun- 
| tains, when it burns and ſhall not be quenched ? 
O ye unholy and profane, how can ye eſcape the 
, HSI ET 2 et 


3. There is but one way in which you can ef- _ 
cape this, and that I fear, is a way in which you 
do not chuſe to walk. It is the way of unfeigned 
_ repentance, lively faith and new obedience. Thus, 
aud only thus, can you find mercy with the Lord 
and ſtand approved before the Son of Man. Oh 
hear the voice, the {ſweet and melting voice of 
mercy! As I live (ſaith the Lord) I have no plea- 
ſure in the death of him that dieth therefore turn 
and live ye. Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, 
waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of your | 
doings from before mine eyes. Come now and let 
us reaſon together (ſaith the Lord) though your | 
ins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be white as ſnow, tho 
' they be red as crimſon they ſhall be as wool; for 
aul manner of ſins and blaſphemies fhall be fer- 
given, unto penitent ſinners through the Re- 
deemer, whoſe blood cleanſeth from all ſin. Be 
it known unto you therefere men and brethren, 
that thro this man is preached unto you the fer- 
„ C give neſs 


a Wn. Fo 2 oF 
4. And does not this chearing voice of mercy 
gladden thy very heart thou ungodly, guilty and 


[ 2-7]: 


£ giveneſs of fins, and by him all that with penitent | 
| hearts believe are juſtified from all things from 


_ which they could not be Juſtified by their own obe- | 


ſelf- condemned ſinner? Doſt thou not ſee. cauſe, 


great cauſe. to praiſe him that the door of ſalvation 

zs not yet ſhut againſt thee, thee (I ſay) who haſt ſo 
long refuſed to enter in at it? That he has not 
yet cut thee down who haſt ſo long only cumbered 

the ground? Oh praiſe him if thou haſt anyſenſe of 


gratitude left, that he ſtill waits to be gracious, ſtill : 


extends the arms of his mercy and love to em- 
| brace thy guilty ſoul Hut at the fame time con- 


ſider, thou knoweſt not how ſoon the door may. 


be ſhut againſt thee if thou ſtill defereſt to enter: 


Thou knoweſt not how ſoon he may ſhut up his 

loving-kindneſs in diſpleaſure, if thou ſtill delayeſt 

to take refuge there | Remember the goodneſs of 
God ought to lead thee to repentance, but if. it has 


not that happy effect, thou wilt ſoon find it changed 


into a ſea of wrathful indignation to overwhelm .. 


thy hopeleſs ſoul! 


5. I teſtify to thee this day, in the name of the 
once crucihed but now highly exalted Saviour, 
whom thou haſt hitherto deſpiſed and rejected; if 
that amazing love which brought him from the 
palaces of heaven where he was attended and 
I] worſhipped, by myriads of angels and archangels, 

| cherubim and ſeraphim, into this howling wilder- . 


| neſs, this world of woe, where he was forſaken of . 


all, even of the twelve poor fiſhermen his only  _ 
attendants ; which induced him to afſume this 
vile body, ſubject to infirmity, pain and death, 


| that thou mighteſt riſe through his fall and be ex- 


| alted through his humiliation ; mighteſt be in- 


veſted with * nature, with holineſs im- 15 
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mortality and bliſs, and dwell inmanſions of glory for 


eever ;—the wonderful love which expoſed him to 
hunger and thirſt, cold and nakedneſs, ſhame and |} 
Contempt, that thy fimiſhed and ſtarving foul 
might be fed with the bread of life, refreſhed with _ 
che wine of divine love, clothed with the gar- 
ments of ſalvation, and honoured before an af- 
ſembled world ;—the myſterious love which ſub- 
jected him to the ſevere ſtroke of his Father's 
_ Juſtice, the moſt malevolent ſpite of his own 
_ creatures, and the moſt implacable malice of in- 
fſernal fiends, that thou mighteſt be delivered from 
due power of ſatan, enjoy the good will of ſaints 
and angels, and be happy in the ſmile and favour _ 
of thy Gop ;—the unſearchable love which filled 


His foul with unknown agony in the garden; 


erowned his head with ſharp thorns in te judg- * 
ment-hall, tore his back with knotty whips be- 
fore Pilate, nailed his body to the execrable croſs _ 
between the vileſt mifcreants, and opened a foun-- 
tain in s ſide, where thou mighteſt quench th 
„ chirſt for happipeſs, and waſh away thy filth of 
m z—if this great, amazing and unfathomable 
Jove (I ſay) do not may heart and melt thee _ 
III its holy flame into a veſſel of h. 
to thee, it will ſuddenly be converted into fiery J 
indignation which will kindle upon and conſume _ 
thy body and foul in its unquenchable flames 


el of .honour, I teſtify 


6. Foolich man, what art thau doing? deſpiſeſt 


thou the riches of his glory, the paradiſe of his de- 
lighte, the dignity of his crown, which he tenderl 
and carneſtly invites thee to ſhare? | Slightel 
thou his love? His bleeding, agonizing, expiring 
love Has he not ſuffered enough? Art thou 
| _ refolved to crucify him afreſh and put him to open 
"ſhame ? Sinner forbear ! Ceaſe to revile and buffet 
| _ that lovely perion! Ceaſe to ſpit in that divine 
Nbctace which angels gaze upon with rapture ! How 
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his precious blood the flames of hell kindled about 
thy unholy ſoul ! And doſt thou thus requite his- 


undeſerved favour and boundleſs love? Wretched _ 
man abſtain ! Join no more the murderers of thy _ 


Saviour | Bid adieu to their company ! Let his 


love overcome thee ! Throw down the weapons 
of thy rebellion, fall at his dear feet, pierced by 
thy crimes, and diſtilling a ſacred balm to heal 
thy wounded foul ! And kiſs the Son leſt he be 
angry! Remember he has authority to execute 
judgment, to ſave or to deſtroy. He has the 
keys of death and of bell, 1 and no man 
If he once ſtbear 


ſhuts, ſhuts and no man opens. 


in his wrath thou ſhalt not enter into his re/t, thy 


die will be caſt and thy wretched'*fate deter- 
mined for ever! Now is the accepted time ! now! ,. 

is the day of falvation ! Now knock at the door 
of mercy and ſay, Lord, Lord open to mel And 
he will open to thee, he will pardon, accept and 

| bleſs thee, and even don th | | 

* which belong to thy peace before they are for ever 
, 


d 


canſt thou bruiſe that ſacred head! Ah! do not 
_ drive theſe rude nails {till further! Why wilt thou _ 
give that guiltleſs heart another and a deeper 
wound ? Sinner, what evil hath he done? Where- 
in hath he injured thee ? Injured thee ! alas! he 
| hath loved thee even unto death and quenched by 


alt enſure the things | 
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